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SELECTIONS PROM THE CORRESPONDENCE OP 
COLONEL CLEMENT BIDDLE. 

(Continued from Vol. XLII, page 343.) 

Washington to Col. Biddle. 

Mount Vernon 2 d Oct r . 1788 
Dear Sir, 

Your letter of the 17 th Ult°. came duly to hand, and the 
one enclosed therein from M r . Duby has received an 
answer. — In my last letter to you I requested that 
you would not put yourself to any trouble in procuring 
Winter barley for me as I expected to get a supply from 
the brewer in Alexandria. 

You will oblige me by forwarding the enclosed letter 
to Pittsburg — and also by informing me, in your next, 
at what rate I could procure a large quantity of red 
Clover Seed, say 3000 lb , of the best quality, to be de- 
livered here before the River closes, or upon its first 
opening in the Spring. — If M r . Peters has got a Riddle 
(I believe it is) for cleaning Potatoes ready for me, you 
will be so good as to send it in the next packet that 
sails for Alexandria, and likewise the articles men- 
tioned in the enclosed memorandum 

With very great esteem, 
I am, Dear Sir, 
Y r most Obed*. H ble . Serv'. 
Col . Clement Biddle. G°. Washington. 

Washington to Col. Biddle. 

Mount Vernon 27 th Nov r . 1788. 
Dear Sir, 

I have now before me your letters of the 16 th . & 26 th . 
of October & 16 th . of November. — The articles sent by 
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Capt". Ellwood arrived in good order and agreeable 
to the Invoice. — 

Capt". Ingraham has not yet arrived but is hourly 
expected. — I think the Irish Linen @ 8/2 is very 
high, and as there has been a late importation of Linens 
into Alexandria I will endeavour to supply myself at 
that place ; if I should not be able to do it I must then 
thank you to procure some for me in Philadelphia. — 
If there are any Hollands in Philadelphia of a quality 
equal to the pattern of linen sent you, I will thank you 
to let me know the price of them 

I have lately been informed by Embree & Shotwell 
of New York that the quantity of Clover-seed, which I 
shall want, and of the best quality, may be procured at 
that place, @ 9 a per lb New York currency, and per- 
haps at less. But if it can be obtained at Philadelphia 
upon the same terms, and equally good, I should prefer 
getting it from thence. — I must, at any rate, request 
you to send me five bushels by the next opportunity, as 
I shall want to sow a quantity upon my wheat with the 
first proper snows in January, and also to inform me, 
with certainty, of the lowest terms upon which the quan- 
tity mentioned in a former letter may be had. — 

It is hardly necessary for me to mention that the 
goodness of the seed should be particularly attended 
to, as a disappointment in that will be of very consider- 
able detriment to me. — The loss of the seed would be 
but a small part of what I should suffer by it ; as my 
great object is to get my lands well seeded, and if I 
fail in this thro' the badness of the seed, the season, 
and my labour upon the land will be lost. — Last year 
I received some seed from New York and some from 
Philadelphia; it was sown indiscriminately and no 
memorandum made, as it was sown, to distinguish from 
which place it came. Some part of it came up very well, 
and part very thin or not at all ; but from its not being 
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noted I was unable to determine from which place the 
bad seed came. 

The piece of Sattin sent by Capt n . Ellwood will super- 
cede the necessity of purchasing a p c of Padusoy which 
Mrs. Washington wanted. 

With great esteem 

I am, Dear Sir, 
Y r most Obed 1 . H ble Serv\ 
Col . Clement Biddle. G°. Washington 

Washington to Col. Biddle. 

Mount Vernon 26 th Dec r . 1788 
Dear Sir, 

I have but just time to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 14 th Inst, to inform you that the 
Vessel on board of which the Clover seed was shipped 
has not yet arrived, and as the River is shut up it is 
uncertain when she will reach Alex". — and to beg the 
favor of you to forward the enclosed to M r . Smith. — 
It is a duplicate of one which I committed to your care 
in Sept r . last and as the receipt of it is not acknowledged 
in a letter which I lately rec d . from M r . Smith, I fear 
it has miscarried. — 

with very great esteem, 
I am Dear Sir, 
Y r . most Obed'. H ble . Serv\ 
Col . Clement Biddle Gr°. Washington. 

Washington to Col. Biddle. 

Mount Vernon 4 th Jan y . 1789. 
Dear Sir, 

I shall want to procure about 250 Bushels of Buck 
Wheat, in addition to what I now have, to sow the en- 
suing spring & summer — and will thank you to inform 
me (as soon as may be after receiving this) upon what 
terms I could obtain the above quantity in Philadelphia, 
and what would be the freight of it round here, that I 
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may know precisely the cost of it — and determine, upon 

the receipt of your answer, whether it will be best for 

me to procure it there or in this neighborhood. — 

I found I could obtain Clover-seed in New York upon 

much better terms than it could be had in Philadelphia 

and have therefore written for a supply from that 

place. — You will, however, accept my thanks for the 

trouble you have- been at in making inquiries about it. — 

With great esteem, 

I am, Dear Sir, 

Y r most Obed*. H ble . Serv\ 
G°. "Washington. 
PS. By a letter that I lately rec' d . 
from M r . Smith I expect he 
will shortly deposit some money 
in your hands on my Ace'. 
Col . Biddle 

Washington to Col. Biddle. 

Mount Vernon 20 th . January, 1789. 
Dear Sir, 

I have received your letters of the 27 th Ult°. and 4 tfi 
Ins*, the former enclosing an Acct of the Herrings, 
which I am sorry did not turn out better. — however I 
am certain there was nothing wanting on your part to 
dispose of them to the best advantage. — ' 

Neither of the Vessels on board of which you shipped 
articles for me have arrived. — If they got out of the 
Delaware they could not have reached Alexandria for 
the River has been impassable for several weeks ; but 
there is now a prospect of its being soon open. — 

Enclosed is a memorandum from M rs "Washington 
respecting some shoes which she wishes M r . Palmer to 
make for her, and I have sent a slipper herewith as a 
pattern which she will thank you to send to M r . 
Palmer. — 

If there are any homespun Cloths in Philadelphia 
which are tolerably fine, that you can come readily at, I 
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would be obliged to you to send me patterns of some of 

the best kinds— I should prefer that which is mixed in 

the grain, because it will not so easily discover its 

quality as a plain cloth. 

With great esteem, 
I am Dear Sir, 
Y r . most Obed 1 . H bIe . Serv*. 
G°. "Washington. 

The mem . ment d . above is in the Slipper— for M r . 

Palmer. 

Col". Clement Biddle 

Washington to Col. Biddle. 

. Mount Vernon 11 th Feb y . 1789 
Dear Sir 

I have now before me your letters of the 19 Ultimo & 
1 Ins*.— The Vessels from Philadelphia have arrived, 
and the articles shipped on my Ace 1 , come safe to 
hand. — 

You inform me in yours of the 19 th . of January that 
the freight of Buckwheat will be 3/ per barrel;— but I 
do not know whether you mean that a barrel is to con- 
tain 5 bushels, as we measure Corn here, or only the 
quantity of a common flour barrel— if the latter, the 
freight will be very high.— I will thank you to inform 
me, as soon after you receive this as possible, what will 
be the exact price of it per bushel del d . here that I may 
be able to determine whether it will be cheaper for me 
to get it from Berkley or Louden Counties in this State, 
or from Philadelphia ;— and if I should procure it at 
the latter place I think it would be better for me to 
have it sent in Sacks than barrels (provided it cannot 
be bro\ round without either) as the former will be 
serviceable to me— and the latter almost a total loss.— 
I should likewise imagine that the freight would be 
something less for Sacks than barrels as they can be 
stowed in a smaller space. — 
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M rs . Washington is much obliged to yon for your 
agency in obtaining her slippers, which arrived here 
last evening, and will thank you to have two pair more, 
of stuff, made for her by M r . Palmer, of the same size 
— and a pair of Clogs to fit them. — She will likewise 
thank you to get 20 of the shells of Cocoa nuts, if they 
can be had of the Chocolate makers. — 

You will please to accept of my thanks for your atten- 
tion to my letter sent to M r . Smith — and for your in- 
quiries respecting the Cloth & Barley. 

With great esteem 

I am, Dear Sir, 
Y r . most Obed'. H ble . Serv 1 . 
Gr°. Washington. 

P. S. If the Vessel, which you mention in your last 
was about to load for Alexandria, has not sailed, and 
the Buckwheat can be obtained and put on board her 
I should wish it to be done. — If it cannot be brought in 
bulk I should prefer good sacks to barrels. — Should 
the Vessel have sailed, or the Buckwheat not procured 
in time to put on board her, I will then thank you for 
the information respecting it I before requested — 
Col . Clement Biddle 

Washington to Col. Biddle. 

Colonel Biddle will be so obliging as to put the en- 
closed letter in a way of reaching its destination. . 

Mount Vernon 
[torn] th March 1789. 

PS. The General will thank Colonel Biddle to desire 
a M r . Parish (a Hat [torn] Philadelphia who made a 
hat for him some years since) to have a cock'd Hat 
made of [torn] fur. — the fur upon the hat to be short 
— and let it not be made in the extreme of the fashion. — 
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It must be ready for the General when he may call for 
it in passing through Philadelphia. — 



Washington to Col. Biddle. 

Mount Vernon 15 th March 1789. 
Dear Sir 

I have now before me your letters of the 16 th Ult° the 
5 th & 8 th Inst. — M rs . Washington's Slippers and Clogs 
have come safe to hand, the latter, however, are not 
such as she wished to have — she intended to have had 
leathern Gloshoes made, and will, by the first conve- 
nient opportunity, return the Clogs to M r . Palmer and 
get a pair of Gloshoes — 

I am very sorry that you did not get the quantity of 
Buckwheat which I wrote for in time to ship on board 
the Sloop which you say has sailed for Alexandria. — 
The season is now so far advanced that I have not time 
to procure it from any other quarter, and must there- 
fore have it from Philadelphia at any rate. A disap- 
pointment would be of inconceivable detriment to me. 
I should sustain a loss of its utility as a manure and 
derange my system of Crops thereby — I must therefore 
request that you will delay no time in procuring it, that 
it may be sent round by the next vessel. 

I will thank you to send me four flax wheels — and a 
box of the Havannah Sugar containing 150 Ibs or 200 lb3 , 
as the box may be, if there is any to be had on reason- 
able terms with you. 

As M r . Smith has not remitted any money to you on 
my Ace*. I have enclosed a bank note for one hundred 
dollars which you will pass to my Credit. — with great 
esteem 

I am, Dear Sir, 
Y r most Obed\ H b,e SerV. 
G°. Washington 
Col Clement Biddle. 
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Washington to Col. Biddle. 

Mount Vernon 30 th March 1789 
Dear Sir, 

I have received your letter of the 23 d Inst, and am 
in hopes that the Buckwheat will arrive in season. — 

I will thank you to send me, by the first post after 
this reaches you, fourteen yards of Livery lace agree- 
ably to the enclosed pattern ; and let it be directed to me, 
or, in my absence, to Major George Aug e . Washington 

at this place. With great regard, 

I am, Dear Sir, 
Y r most Obed'. H ble . Serv\ 
Col Clement Biddle G°. Washington. 

Tobias Lear to Col. Biddle. 

Sunday Evening April 19 th . 
Dear Sir, 

Will appears to be in too bad a state to travel at 
present ; I shall therefore leave him — and will be much 
obliged to you if you will send him on to New York as 
soon as he can bear the journey without injury, which 
I expect will be in two or three days — I shall pay his 
expenses up to this time at Thompson's — and whatever 
may arise after you will please to discharge & place it 
to the General's Ace*. He dresses his knee himself and 
therefore will stand in no need of a Doctor unless it 
should grow worse. — 

You will be so good as to mention his being here to 
the General when he arrives in the City 

I am Dear Sir, 
Y r . most Obed*. H ble . Serv\ 
P.S. Tobias Lear. 

Will has just told me that 
he hopes to be well enough to go 
on — I shall leave this letter to be sent 

to you at anyrate. 

Col . Clement Biddle. 
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Tobias Lear to Col. Biddle. 

New York April 26 th . 1789 
Dear Sir, 

The President will thank you to get for M' s . Wash- 
ington 2| yards fine book Muslin apron width, or 2 
yards wide— and 3 yards of book Muslin yard wide & 
very fine — and send them to her as soon as they are 
obtained. — He will likewise be obliged to you to re- 
quest Dunlap & Claypole to send their papers regu- 
larly to Major Washington — if there has been an inter- 
mission of them since he left Mt. Vernon let those be 
sent on w\ have been retained. — When Will is in a 
situation to travel the President wishes him to be sent 
on in the manner which he mentioned. — If you will 
send the Bill on M r . Brown to me I will have it indorsed 
and returned to you in time for payment. — 

You will please to make my Complim ts . acceptable to 
M rs . Biddle, and believe me to be 

with great esteem & regard, 
Dear Sir, 
Your most Obed*. H Dle . Serv\ 
Col . Biddle Tobias Lear 

Tobias Lear to Col. Biddle. 

New York May 3 d . 1789 
Dear Sir, 

Your letter of the 27 th Ult°. came duly to the hands 

of the President. He would thank you to propose 

it to Billy, when he can be removed, to return home 
again, for he cannot possibly be of any service here, 
and perhaps will require a person to attend upon him 
constantly: — if he should incline to return to Mount 
VerUon you will be so kind as to have him sent in the 
first Vessel that sails after he can be removed with 
safety — but if he still is anxious to come on here the 
President would gratify him altho' he will be trouble- 
some — He has been an old Servant — & a faithful one — 
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this is enough for the President to gratify him in every 
reasonable wish. — 

If Major Washington should want more buckwheat; 
or anything else from Philadelphia he will let you 
know — 

The President now wishes Dunlap & Claypole's paper 
to be sent here to him — He will furnish the Major with 
papers from this place. — 

with great esteem & regard 

I am, Dear Sir 
Y r . most Obed'. H ble . Serv\ 

Tobias Lear 
Col . Clement Biddle 

Geo. A. Washington to Col. Biddle. 

Mount Vernon May 4 th . 1789. 
Dear Sir 

I beg you to accept my thanks for the Letters you 
favord me with of the 23 d & 29 th . Ult°. and the tender 
you have been pleased to make of your services and 
also the enquiries and information respecting the Char- 
riot — The two Shipments of Buckwheat have come to 
hand, and the papers regularly received — 

M rs . Washington is thankful for your obliging offer 
of providing lodgings for her but purposes spending 
the time she passes in Philadelphia at M r . Morris's. 
Her present intention is to set out on her journey from 
George Town on the 18 th . Inst. — M rs . Washington in- 
formed me that the prayer Books you mention would 
have answered as they were designed for Children but 
would now decline geting them untill she arrived there. 
Her Compliments She desired presented to M rs . Biddle 
& yourself and you will be pleased also to offer mine. 

I am 
with very great esteem 
Your Ob'. Hum. Serv'. 
Ceo. Washington. 
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Geo. A. Washington to Col. Biddle. 

Mount Vernon May 8 th . 1789— 
Dear Sir 

I am desired by M rs . Washington to offer you her 
thanks for your obliging favor and the muslin which 
accompanied it by the Monday's Stage. She also de- 
sires her Compliments and thanks to M rs . Biddle for 
the trouble she took in procuring it. 

I am 
Dear Sir 

with much esteem 
Your Ob 1 . Hum 
Serv 1 . 
Col . Biddle Geo. A. Washington. 

Tobias Lear to Col. Biddle. 

New York, May 8 th . 1789. 
Dear Sir 

I have received your much esteemed favors of 4 th & 
6 th Inst s . — the former covering Grallaghar's bill which 
is returned herewith having all the necessary done 
to it. — 

The President is desireous of getting as much super- 
fine blk. broad Cloth as will make him a suit of Clothes, 
and desires me to request that you would send him that 
quantity — provided it can be here by tuesday Even 6 . — 
and the quality thus — The best superfine French or 
Dutch black — exceedingly fine — of a soft, silky texture 
—not glossy like the Eng h . cloths. — If this quality can 
be obtained and be forwarded by the mail so as to be 
here on Tuesday Evening you will be so good as to 
procure it — otherwise not — as there is none of the 
above description to be had at present in this city. — 

With very great esteem, 
I am, Dear Sir, 
Your most Obed 1 . H ble . Serv'. 
Col . Clement Biddle Tobias Lear. 
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Tobias Lear to Col. Biddle. 

New York, May 14 th . 1789 
Dear Sir, 

Your favor of the 10 th inst. came duly to hand. 
If the piece of Cloth which you say was expected, 
answers the description given in my last, the President 
would wish you to procure enough to make a suit of 
Clothes for him, and send it on to this place as soon as 
maybe, without the loss of time by sending a pattern. — ■ 

with great esteem, 
I am, Dear Sir, 
Your most Obed'. Serv\ 
Col . Clement Biddle Tobias Lear 

Col. Biddle to Mrs. Washington. 
Madam 

I waited on you with M rs . Biddle but not finding you 
within, beg leave to offer you our Services if we can be 
of any use while you are in town and if you should 
choose to direct any persons to me for payment I have 
money of the Presidents in my hands. 

With great respect 
I am 



The Doctor say 

Billy will 
be able to be sent 
forwarded some day 
this week — 



Madam 
Y r . mo. obed'. Ser. 
C. B. 
Sunday May 24 1789.* 



Tobias Lear to Col. Biddle. 

New York May 27 th . 1789 
Col . Clem*. Biddle 
Dear Sir, 

Your favor of the 25 th came to hand last evening. — 
The President will thank you if you will prevail upon 

* Mrs. Washington was en route from Mount Vernon to join the 
President in New York, where in company with Mrs. Robert Morris, 
she arrived May 27th. The President met them at Elizabethtown point. 
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Billy to return to Mount Vernon ; for he cannot possibly 
be of any service here — but rather a great inconve- 
niency. — One thing will plead powerfully against his 
coming on, which is, that he will be under the necessity 
of lodging in the upper room, which he must go up 3 
pair of stairs to get to— for there is no place below 
where he can possibly be accommodated— every part 
there being fully occupied. — 

I am Dear Sir, 
Y r most Obed. Serv\ 
Tobias Lear 

Tobias Lear to Col. Biddle. 

New York June 1 st . 1789 
Dear Sir, 

I have received your favor of the 30 th . Ultimo :— and 
in consequence of Billy's earnest desire to come here 
the Presid*. consents to his being sent on. 

M rs . Washington will thank you to have the stays 
which were to be made by M r . Sayer sent to Mount Ver- 
non to M rs . F. Washington, and also the shoes which 
she directed to be made. — Her own will be sent here. — 
You will be so good as to settle for these things and 
charge them to the President's acct. — 

M rs . Washington says she overpaid M r . Sayer for 
altering some gowns for her, and the balance was to be 
deducted from the price of the stays. 

The President will thank you to pay the charges 
which have been incurred by Billy's being in Philadel- 
phia — and send a statement of his ace*, that he may 
see how it stands with you, & make provision, if neces- 
sary, to remit. — 

I am, Sir, 
with very great esteem 
Your most Obed*. H ble . Serv 1 . 

Tobias Lear 
Clement Biddle Esq. 

Vol. XLIII.— 5 
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Tolias Lear to Col. Biddle. 

New York June 3 d . 1789 
Dear Sir, 

The President will thank you to put into the hands of 
M r . William Hunter Jun r . of Alexandria Thirty five 
Guineas, for him to deliver to M r . John Campbell of 
Bladensburg (on his way to Alexandria) in payment 
for a Horse sent by M r . Campbell to the President — 
The reason of giving you this trouble is, because the 
President desired me to inform M r . Campbell that he 
would receive the money by M r . Hunter ; but M r . Hunter 
leaving this place before I had an opportunity of de- 
livering it to him, and understanding that he will be 
several days in Philad a . the President tho't best to have 
the money deld to him there — There is a bal ce . due from 
M r . Hunter to the Presid 1 . and perhaps he will be de- 
sireous of paying the 35 Guineas to M r . Campbell with- 
out receiving them from you; but this would not be 
agreeable to the President, for he engaged to send the 
money by M r . Hunter. — You will please to let the 
Guineas be sealed and directed to M r . John Campbell. 

M r . Hunter may be found in Philadelphia by apply- 
ing to M r . Clough. — 

I am, with great regard & esteem 

Dear Sir 
Your most Obed\ H ble . Serv' 
Clement Biddle Esq r — Tobias Lear 

'Tobias Lear to Col. Biddle. 

New York June 8 th . 1789— 
Dear Sir 

I have been duly favored with your letters of the 3 d 
& 5 th ins', and the box containing M rs . Washington's 
gowns came safe to hand. — The Shoemaker is right 
in saying he had no directions for any shoes or slippers 
but those to be sent to Virginia — I had misunderstood 
M rs . Washington with respect to her Slippers — 



Correspondence of Colonel Clement Biddle. 67 

The President is desireous of getting a sett of those 
waiters, salvers, or whatever they are called, which are 
set in the middle of a dining table to ornament it — and 
to occupy the place which must otherwise be filled with 
dishes of meat, which are seldom or never touched. 
M r . Morris & M r . Bingham have them, and the French 
& Spanish Ministers here, but I know of no one else 
who has — I am informed that they are most likely to 
be got at French Stores as they are made in France ; — 
we can find none in this place, and the Presid'. will 
thank you to enquire if a sett can be procured in Philad a . 
and if it can, to procure it for him — 

I am Dear Sir, 
with very great regard 
Your most Obed*. 
H We . Serv'.— 

Tobias Lear 
Clement Biddle Esq r . 

ToVias Lear to Col. Biddle. 

New York, June 15 th , 1789. 
Dear Sir, 

I have now before me your obliging favors of the 

8 th 10 th & 12 th inst 8 . The President is much obliged 

to you for your trouble and attention in making in- 
quiries respecting the table ornaments — and if the large 
& small Glasses of M. De laCroix are of the same set, 
he will thank you to procure them for him, & have them 
sent on in the most careful & expeditious manner pos- 
sible, either by the Stage or otherways as you may 
think best. — The President has a French man with 
him who is said to be a compleat confectioner, & pro- 
fesses to understand everything relative to those orna- 
ments, so that the Glasses only are wanting. — The 
intention of having the Grasses [sic] in several pieces 
is to adapt them to the size of the Table which you 
may wish to spread — and, therefore, if the five smaller 
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Glasses of M. De La Croix are not parts of the two 
larger, or such as to answer to them, the whole will he 
useless — and it will not be necessary to get them — 

I am, with respect & esteem, 
Dear Sir, 
Your most Obed H e Serv*. 
Clement Biddle Esq r . Tobias Lear 

Tobias Lear to Col. Biddle. 

New York June 22 d 1789— 
Dear Sir, 

I have duly received your letters of the 15 th , 17 th & 19 a 
I ns t s . — Billy arrived here safe & well on Wednesday 
morning; he seems not to have lost much flesh by his 
misfortunes. — 

The President thinks those Ornaments will not an- 
swer the purpose as the two sets are not made to join 
each other, and neither seperate are large enough 
for his Table. He begs you to accept his thanks for 
your trouble in this business — 

The President has been confined to his bed for a week 

past by a fever and a violent tumor on his thigh. — I 

have now however, the pleasure to inform you that the 

former has left him, and the latter in a fair way of being 

removed, tho' from its size it will be some time before 

he will be wholly releived from the inconvenience of 

it.— 

I am, Dear Sir, 

with respect & esteem, 

Your most Obed*. Serv*. 

Clement Biddle Esq r . Tobias Lear — 

Tobias Lear to Col. Biddle. 

New York, June 24 th , 1789. 

Dear Sir, 

I have received your favor of the 22 d , enclosing the 
Bills relative to William. — I informed you in my last, 
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of the 22 d , that the President was recovering from his 
indisposition and I am now happy to add that he still 
continues to mend; — his weakness, and the effects of 
the tumor on his thigh are now his only complaints— 
these will be removed by time and attention, 'tho the 
latter having been very large & the incision, on opening 
it, deep, must require some time to be in a state to 
enable him to take exercise. — 

I am, Dear Sir, 
with respect & esteem 
Your most Obed*. Serv\ 
Tobias Lear 
Clement Biddle Esq r . 

Tobias Lear to Col. Biddle. 

New York August 10 th . 1789. 
Dear Sir, 

I have now before me your several letters of the 
6 th & 13 th of July and 4 th of August. . . — The slippers 
mentioned in your letter of the 6 th of July came safe to 
hand — the bill of them in your's of the 13 th ; — and the 
Seventy Pounds which you mention to have received, by 
your favor of the 4 th ins*., from M r . Thomas Smith on 
account of the President is duly noted. — 

I am, Dear Sir, 

with respect & esteem 
Your most Obed 1 . Serv*. 
Tobias Lear. 
P. S. Will you be so good as to send 
M rs . Washington two handsome 
prayerbooks, of the new form as 
none of that description are to be had 
here—? 

T.L. 
Clement Biddle Esquire. 
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Tobias Lear to Col. Biddle. 

New York August 17 Ul 1789 
Dear Sir, 

Your favor of the 10 th . ins', enclosing Mess". Dunlap 
& Claypoole's bill, came duly to hand. 

The President will thank you to forward the inclosed 
to Bethlehem by the first safe conveyance that offers ; — 
it is an answer to an address presented to him sometime 
since, and he has had no direct opportunity of returning 
the answer from this place. — He likewise requests that 
you would procure and send to Mount Vernon as soon 
as you can, twenty bushels of good winter Barley for 
seed; he wishes you would procure it from some good 
reputable farmer who will warrant the quality, as he 
has been much deceived in some seed Barley which he 
received from Ehode Island. 

M rs Washington will be obliged to you to get from 
M r . Hazlehurst the bill of some chintz which he sent to 
her by M r . Morris,— which bill you will be so good as 
to pay & charge to the Ace 4 , of the President ; she will 
also thank you to add another prayer book to the two 
which I requested you to get for her in my letter to you 
of the 10 th . ins 1 . 

With respect & esteem, 
I am, Dear Sir, Your most Obed\ S'. 
Tobias Lear 
Clement Biddle Esq r . 

Tobias Lear to Col. Biddle. 

New York, September 14 th . 1789 
Dear Sir, 

I have now before me your several favors of the 15 th , 
19 th and 29 th of August, and 2 d of September. 

The Prayer Books came safe to hand, and were much 
approved of by M rs Washington. — 

As there is, at present, no opportunity from this 
place to S°. Carolina by water, I have taken the liberty 
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to commit the enclosed letter to your care, requesting 
that you will be so good as to have it put on board the 
first Vessel which sails from Philadelphia to S°. Car- 
olina with a charge to the Captain to have it delivered 
immediately on his arrival. — 

M rs Washington wishes you to send 25 lb of chocolate 
shells to Mount Vernon by the first opportunity, which 
you will charge to the Ace*, of the President ; and I will 
thank you for a statement of his Ace', from the last 
rendered in, whenever it may be convenient for you to 

send it. — 

I am, Dear Sir, 

with very great esteem, 

Your most Obed'. Serv 1 . 

Clement Biddle Esq r . Tobias Lear 

Tobias Lear to Col. Biddle. 

New York Sept. 16 th 1789. 
Dear Sir, 

The President has sent to Virginia a German who is 
to be a Gardener for him there — 

As he cannot speak the English Language and is un- 
acquainted with the Country — I have paid his passage 
in the Stage to Philadelphia; and have written to M r . 
Inskeep — proprietor of the Stage there, to forward him 
from thence to Alexandria, and have informed him that 
the Amount of his Passage to the latter place would be 
paid by you upon his delivering this Letter — which I 
request you to do & charge the same to the Ac 1 , of the 

President of the United States. 

I am D r . Sir, with great esteem, 
Your most Ob'. Sev 1 . — 
Tobias Lear. 
P.S. The man has a 
trunk which I presume 
will require to be paid for 
also. 
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Tobias Lear to Col. Biddle. 

New York Septf. 21 st . 1789. 
Dear Sir, 

M ra "Washington is desirous of having a gown of 
Padusoy, Ducape or Tabby as near the color of the 
enclosed patterns as can be had — and will thank you to 
send her patterns from Philadelphia with the prices. — 

I am, with great esteem, 
Dear Sir, 

Your most Obed\ Serv\ 
Tobias Lear. 
Clement Biddle Esquire. — 

Tobias Lear to Col. Biddle. 

New York, September 28 th , 1789.— 
Dear Sir, 

Your much esteemed favors of the 16 th & 25 th ins", 
are before me. The President's ace', contained in the 
former is right. — M™. Washington will thank you to 
get for her and send on here, 15 yards of Padusoy of 
the enclosed Pattern. — 

The President wishes to procure a considerable quan- 
tity of Clover seed; — I will, therefore, thank you to 
inform me at what price a quantity can be had with 
you — and the shortest time in which it can be delivered 
with certainty. — I shall make similar inquiries here, 
and shall finally procure it at the place where it can be 
had at the lowest price, and del d . in the shortest time. — ■ 
The time is an essential consideration with the Presi- 
dent — he suffered greatly last year by not receiving his 
Clover seed from this place so early as he should have 
had it by agreement ; and he is now determined to get 
it in the fall at all events. 

I congratulate you, my Dear Sir, on your appoint- 
ment to the Office of Marshal for the District of Penn- 
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sylvania. — You will, in due time, have official infor- 
mation of it. 

I am, D r . Sir, with great esteem, 
Your most Obed 1 . Serv\ 
Clem 1 . Biddle Esq r . Tobias Lear 

Tobias Lear to Col. Biddle. 

New York, October 2 d . 1789. 
Dear Sir, 

Your favor of the 30 th . Ultimo came to hand last eve- 
ning accompanied with the Padusoy for M re Washing- 
ton, the bill of which was enclosed. 

The President will thank you to get from M r . Bartram 
a list of the plants & shrubs which he has for sale, with 
the price affixed to each, and also a note to each of 
the time proper for transplanting them, as he is de- 
sireous of having some sent to Mount Vernon this fall 
if it is proper. 

It is customary for those persons who publish lists 
of their plants &c. to insert many which they have had, 
but which have been all disposed of — the President will 
therefore wish to have a list only of what he actually 
has in his Garden. 

I am, Dear Sir, 
with very great esteem, 
Your most Obed\ S\ 
Clement Biddle Esquire Tobias Lear. 

George A. Washington to Col. Biddle. 

Mount Vernon Nov. 10 th 1789 
Dear Sir 

Your two last favors I have to acknowledge and to 
ask your pardon for having thus long passed them over, 
but permit me now to assure you that I am very sensible 
of the obligations I am under for your obliging dis- 
position towards me, and the tender you have been 
pleased to make of your future services — The Barley 
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& Chocolate came safe— I expect in consequence of a 
very short crop of Buckwheat I shall have to purchase 
for the President's use about 400 Bushels, and have 
wrote to a Gentleman 50 or 60 Miles above Alexandria 
where the culture of this grain is much attended to re- 
questing he would advise me of the lowest price which 
that quantity may be had for delivered in Alexandria. 
I must also beg the favor of you to give me information 
on this subject least I should not find it eligable to pro- 
vide it from that quarter. You will also oblige me by 
communicating the price Current of Common & Super- 
fine flour — I beg leave to tender my respects to M rs . 
Biddle and beleive me to be with much esteem — 

Dear Sir 

Your Ob*. Hum 
Ser\ 
Geo. A. Washington 

Tobias Lear to Col. Biddle. 

New York, November 17 th . 1789. 
Dear Sir 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your favour 
of the 5 th . ultimo, in which you mention your hav- 
ing given the mem , contained in my letter of the 2 d . of 
October to a nephew of M r . Bartram who would deliver 
it to his uncle ; but I have not since received any infor- 
mation relative to the plants & shrubs, — my absence 
from New York with the President has undoubtedly 
been the cause of it. 

The President will thank you to pay the Hon Dle . Rob 1 . 
Morris 32 Livres — 12-2 being a balance due to GrOuv r . 
Morris Esq r . for something which he purchased for the 
President in France : — and also to know from him (E. 
M.) the amount of some floor-matts and op s . of blk 
sattin bro 4 . from India the summer before last in one 
of M r . Morris's ships, — and pay the same. 

You will be so good as to inform me in your next the 
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price of Buckwheat, and if any quantity could be Lad 
on short notice in Philadelphia if it should be wanted. — 
The Clover seed which I mentioned in a former letter 
has been procured here @ 10 a . per lb. — 

with very great esteem 
I am, Dear Sir, 
Your most Obedient Servant 
Tobias Lear 
Clement Biddle Esquire. 

Tobias Lear to Col. Biddle. 

New York, December 21 st . 1789. 
Dear Sir, 

I have to acknowledge your three favors of the 22". 
& 30 th . of Nov. and 10 th . of Dec r . all of which have been 
duly laid before the President, who now directs me to 
request that you will be so good as to inform me in 
your next, at what price per bushel 350 bushels of Buck- 
wh l . could be delivered at Alexandria if sent in bags, 
include the cost of the Buckwheat — the bags — commis- 
sion on purchasing — freight and every incidental 
charge : — and what would be the cost per bush 1 , if sent 
in Barrels including every expense as above — He 
wishes this particular calculation to determine whether 
be shall procure it from Philadelphia or from the back 
Counties in Virginia — and requests this information to 
be given, if it can be obtained, in the course of this week, 
that he may, in his letter of next week to Major Wash- 
ington, direct him to procure it from the back country 
or wait its arrival from Philadelphia. — From your 
last letter it is not probable the Buckwheat could be got 
in time to send (if it should be ordered) before the 
Ilivers close, therefore, the calculation, I suppose, must 
be made with an idea of its being forwarded as early 
in the Spring as possible. — 

M rs . Washington will be much obliged to you to get 
from M r . Eeinagle, who taught Miss Custis music last 
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summer, such music as he thinks proper for her to 
progress with through the winter — and pay him for the 
same, which you will be good enough to forward to 
New York. — 

Present my best Resp* 8 . to M rs . Biddle and tell her I 
will present her compliments to M rs . Lear on the first 
day of my marriage whenever that may be and I thank 
you, my dear Sir, for your kind congratulations which 
shall be reserved for the proper occasion. — 
I am, with very sincere esteem 

~D r . Sir, 

Y r . most Obed\ Ser\ 
Tobias Lear. 
Clement Biddle Esquire 

(To be continued.) 



